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Sharing the love of Jesus in our changing world. 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

Does this cartoon describe where you are at? 
Whether we come to worship with our phone  
in hand, a coffee, or just having read the Sunday 
paper, we come to worship... 
 

• with the hope that we would encounter  
      God today. 
• with a desire to be part of a community.  
• to begin again our week and to get  
      rejuvenated. 
• to hear we are forgiven. 
• to hear we are not alone. 
• to hear we are loved. 
• to hear that we are part of something bigger than ourselves.  
• to hear hope. 
• to sing praise and share our thanks for what God has done. 
• to pray and be humbled by what God has done through Jesus. 
• to laugh / cry / think / escape / learn / be. 
• to serve. 
 

Henri Nouwen shared this thought: “Did I offer peace today? Did I bring a smile to someone’s 
face? Did I say words of healing? Did I let go of my anger and resentment? Did I forgive?  
Did I love? These are the real questions.  
 

As followers of Christ our call is to be answers for people in our confusing and difficult world.  
As we go from church into the mission field of the world we can impact many and share God’s 
love.  
 

In a month in which we give thanks, I challenge us to show our thanks through service.  
 

Yours in Christ,  
 

Pastor Fred    he / him / his 



 

       Bible Study: Advent 
 

Pastor Fred’s next Bible Study is on Advent:  
Fridays, 10 -11:30 am, Dec. 3, 10, and 17. 
It will take place in Augustana and via Zoom.  
Email Pastor Fred for a Zoom invite 
(augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com).  
You can participate in any weeks that fit your schedule.  
Hope to see you there!   

Christmas Eve Service 
 
 

HOPE AND HEALING 
 

A Christian Cancer Support Group 
 

By Linda Sokoley 
 

      My cancer journey has blessed me.  My faith and trust in God have strengthened.  The 
blessing I am surprised and grateful for is the bond I have developed with fellow cancer  
patients.  Through prayers requested by people and individuals themselves after our Sunday 
services we learned of their cancer journey.  By sending cards of prayer and encouragement 
and phone calls, we “met” and started conversations of our cancer journeys.  We have shared 
treatment stories, our illness, our pains, our emotions and our victories too!  
 
      I am going to host a Christian cancer support group, Hope and Healing.  It will be the 4th 
Tuesday of every month at 3:00 to 4:00 pm starting on November 23rd.  It will be at Augustana 
Church, 3143 Eggert Road, Tonawanda for in-person meeting and on Zoom. 
The agenda will be simple.  A bible verse to reflect on.  A sharing of our journey (or not if you 
are not comfortable). Discussion.  Prayers for individual needs.  Laughter.  We need to end 
with our hearts lightened and encouragement to face our challenges. 
I invite you, your friends and family for hope and healing to those who are in a cancer journey 
now.  I also invite those who have beat cancer to help in giving hope and healing to others. 
Please call me at 716/694-2451 or email me at lsokoley@hotmail.com that you will be  
attending.  I look forward to hearing from you.   
 
Thank you, Linda Sokoley 

On Christmas Eve, we will have a 4:30 pm  
candlelight communion service.  

It will be both in the sanctuary and on Zoom.  

mailto:lsokoley@hotmail.com


OUTREACH: WORLD  HUNGER  DRIVE 
NOVEMBER 1, 2021 thru DECEMBER 5, 2021 

These are very trying 
times. With a worldwide 
pandemic so many people 
are in need.  
 
Every year we participate 
in ELCA’s World Hunger 
Drive by donating animals 
through God’s Global 
Barnyard. 
 
Actually, this falls under  
ELCA’s    GOOD GIFTS 
program which includes 
many different gifts. 
 
There are 2 NEW gifts for 
this campaign, Stock a 
backpack with food and 
feed 10 people at a soup 
kitchen. 
 
If this is something you 
would like to contribute to, 
make sure it is indicated 
on your donation  
envelope. 
 
If you are choosing an  
animal, or making a  
non-specific donation,  
please indicate that on  
your donation envelope. 
 
At the end of the Hunger 
Drive, we will decide how 
to divi-up the donations 
that were non-specific. 
 
Thank you in advance for 
your generous donations. 

 





Refugee and Immigrant Driving Ministry 
 

On The Road Report Update – November 2021 
 

By Paul Kennedy 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the basket raffle on Oct. 31.  With your support,  
we were able to raise $500!  Also many thanks to Barb Chittenden who organized the raffle and to 
those who helped on the day of the raffle and at the coffee hour. 
 

I am continuing to work with all of the refugee agencies in Buffalo as they make preparations for 
the arrival of refugees and immigrants that they will be assisting.  

 

  I have not yet received word about whether or not our 2022 grant has been approved. 
 

In-person learner’s permit classes have not yet resumed, but we are exploring methods of  
holding classes again. We are continuing to provide professional driving lessons for those who  
already have their permits.  

 

Service to others is life-affirming. 
We engage in service as an expression of gratitude to a gracious God. 

Speak Up! 
 

By Marcia Brown, Mission Interpreter for the Upstate New York Synod 
 

What do you care about? What stirs your heart enough to act? What can’t you help keeping silent 
about? 
 

All those are part of advocacy—speaking up for someone who is unable to. All parents are advo-
cates for their children at one time or another and some people have experienced being an advo-
cate for a relative who is ill and temporarily cannot speak for themselves. Have you ever thought 
of advocacy as a witness to Christ? Because what you are doing is caring for your neighbor. Do you 
remember the bracelets that said WWJD (what would Jesus do)? The answer is that Jesus would 
care about the hungry, the homeless, the stranger, the children and orphans and widows. 
 

ELCA advocacy is a wide-ranging effort, touching on local concerns as well as national and  
world-wide. Sometimes advocacy is dramatic and very public, as in rallies and demonstrations.  
But more often it’s quiet and slow, involving months or even years of work with governments and 
social agencies. It is not political as it does not identify with a particular ideology or party. Here is  
a partial list of topics that ELCA Advocacy focuses on: migrant children; corporate social  
responsibility; faith, science, and technology; justice for women; peace not walls; racial justice; 
social issues. Go to elca.org, type “advocacy” in the search box, and you can sign up for email  
updates of those issues and more. You can find opportunities for action and also more resources. 
 

We are a church that rolls up our sleeves and gets to work. Stand up for policies that create  
opportunities to overcome poverty, promote peace and dignity, and defend God’s creation.  
Advocate as a witness to your faith! 

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 



Poinsettias for Christmas Eve 
 

It is time to order poinsettias to be placed on the altar for the  
Christmas Eve service.  The cost is $8.50 . 
 

Please fill out the form that you will find on the last page of this  
newsletter and place it either in the designated collection box in the  
narthex or mail it to Augustana.  
 

Orders must be received and paid for by Nov. 14th. Please talk to  

Nora Pomplun if you have any questions, or contact the church office.  

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AT AUGUSTANA  
 
Coffee Hour: We need someone to be in charge of organizing coffee hours. We also need someone  
to host coffee hour on 12/19.  See Paulette if you can help or if you have questions.  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Help prepare for the weekly service:   People are needed to fill the wine cups and chalice, place 
communion wafers on plate and in cup, check oil / refill oil in candles next to altar, light eternal 
candle, check for flowers, set up flower stands as needed, dust altar area. Additional duties can be 
added as the church season changes. Volunteer sign up will be for one month at a time.  See Nora 
or contact her if you are interested or have questions:  430-7422 / nora.pomplun@gmail.com /   
Thank you for giving this prayerful consideration. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Tech Person:  Set up the Laptop, IPad and TV for Zoom. Need to be at church at 8:45am.  
       The volunteer only needs to set up, not run the equipment during church. 
 

Building Care: Lock up the church office and outside doors after the Sunday service, turn off lights.  
 

Property Task:  We need someone to apply tape to stairs. He will give you directions and materials. 

 

Please see Lance Scarafia if you are interested in volunteering for any of these 3 positions,  
or contact him: (716) 970-0170/ ministeraugustana@yahoo.com .   

Stewardship Drive: The Way of Love 
 

Thank you to those who have already returned pledge cards for 2022.  If you would like to fill out a 
pledge card, there are copies on the table at the entrance of the sanctuary, or contact the church 
office and we will US or email it to you.  Pledges need to be put in the offering plate or received in 
the church office by Nov. 7 so that they can be used to help formulate the 2022 budget.  
See Paulette Hotchkiss if you have any questions.  Thank you. 

mailto:nora.pomplun@gmail.com


What’s Happening at Trinity Old Lutheran (TOL) 
 

Adult Ed Classes – Fall 2021:  Did you always want to learn more about other world religions?  The 
Fall Adult Ed classes will help us learn about world religions. Classes are held Mondays at 1 pm, in 
the Fireside Lounge and on Zoom.  Nov. 8, 15, 22: Daoism 
   

Table Talk:  Charlie Schmidtke runs a bi-weekly discussion group at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays. The 
next session is Nov. 10, and the topic is grief. On Nov. 17 the topic is respect for people and places. 
The last class, on Dec. 1, deals with love and respect for others. Discussions are based on his book 
titled “My I’s,” but it is not necessary to read the book. The class is offered both at TOL and via 
Zoom. Contact the church office for more information and for a Zoom invitation. 
  

Food Truck:  If you're looking for a day off from cooking, come to TOL's parking lot on Thursdays 

from 3 - 6 pm.  Big Mike's Uptown BBQ will be serving take-out dinners; each week they have a 

little different menu - but there is usually pulled pork with 2 sides, chicken with 2 sides, and    

chicken corn chowder.  Thanks! 

3445 Sheridan Drive, Amherst, 14226 
Office: (716) 836-4868  / trinityoldlutheran@verizon.net 

 

 
 

We have many  
copies available 

of the daily  
devotional for 

Oct.—Dec.  
and the  

Oct.—Nov.  
issue of  

Happy Times 
for children.  

You can pick up 
copies in 

church, or we 
would gladly 
mail you one  

or both.   
Just contact the 
church office.  



Augustana Lutheran Church 
 

3143 Eggert Road    Tonawanda, NY 14150 
 

   Church Office:   (716) 832-5720 /  augustchurch@yahoo.com 
 

Pastor Fred Kopp: (716) 984-8541 / augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com 
 

www.augustanaonline.org 
 

Facebook @augustanatonawanda     Instagram @augustanalutheranchurchtonny 

Worship on Cable TV 
Lutheran worship is available on Cable TV Channel 5, MeTV, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
Pastors Beigner, Carroll, and Smith lead this worship.  You can find previous services at  
https://stpaulseggertsville.com/   or on YouTube (search for WNY Church Unleashed.)  
Look for Pastor Fred’s worship service that he conducted on Sept. 26.  

Dates to Remember at Augustana 
 

Nov. 7   (Sunday): Last day for church to receive Stewardship pledges  
Nov. 14 (Sunday): Last day to order / pay for poinsettias 
Nov. 23 (Tuesday):  Cancer Support Group, Augustana and Zoom, 3:00—4:00 pm 
Nov. 23 (Tuesday):  Augustana Church Council Meeting (Zoom) @ 7 pm 
Dec. 3, 10, 17 (Fridays): Advent Bible Study, Augustana and Zoom, 10-11:30 am 
Dec. 5  (Sunday, after church): World Hunger Thank You Luncheon 
Dec. 24 (Friday), Christmas Eve Communion Service, 4:30 pm 

Current Masking Recommendations 
by Paulette Hotchkiss 

 

Due to the rise in Covid and the Delta variant, everyone is encouraged to wear a mask while in 

the church, even those who are fully vaccinated.   
 

During coffee hour, please wear a mask except when you are seated at a table. 
 

We understand that getting vaccinated and wearing masks are personal  

decisions, and we ask everyone to be respectful and nonjudgmental about  

the decisions of others. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns about our worship practices, please contact the Church Office 
at 832-5720 / augustchurch@yahoo.com, and Paulette Hotchkiss will get back to you. 

Thank you for your offerings and donations.  
You can give your offering at church, US mail it to church, or give online through Tithe.ly.  

(For information on Tithe.ly, see our website: augustanaonline.org.) 



POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
** Deadline for Ordering and Payment is Sunday, November 14th  ** 

**Pre-paid orders only**          **No Exceptions** 
All 6 1/2”plants are $8.50 each 

 

Completed order form and cash or check payable to Augustana Lutheran 

Church can be placed in the ‘Poinsettia’ collection box in the narthex 
or mailed to Augustana Lutheran Church, 3143 Eggert Rd, Tonawanda, 
NY 14150  
 

Please print legibly. 
Your Name: ______________________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________ 
 

Quantity:      _________  RED      _________  WHITE     _________   PINK 
 

Total Payment Enclosed:  ______________ 
 

In Memory of: 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

In Honor of: 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 


