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Sharing the love of Jesus in our changing world. 

 

Pastor ’s Ponderings 

 

 

 

Stress, anxiety, uncertainty, anger, fear, depression, apathy, sin, evil, suffering and more.  
 

The list of words that have been brought up during our pandemic and now in our  
epidemic are too numerous to put down on paper, but they are all concerning, and it 
would be helpful to address.  How are we looking at God’s world differently?  How are we 
treating God’s creatures, animals, and humankind differently? Are we allowing ourselves 
to be reborn into the image of God or are we being influenced by the world?  Paul sets 
out a challenge for all Christians “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2  
 

How are we doing post “extremely high risk” of getting Covid, post divisive election,  
violent protests, millions around the world dying.  How are we doing returning to the 
promises of our Baptism, to the call of Jesus to pray for the worst people, to love the  
unlovable, to continue to serve despite hardships, and the call to let the Holy Spirit work 
or do its job? 
 

We just celebrated Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit.  In the Gospel for that 
day, Jesus said to his disciples “Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I  
will send him to you.” 
 

Jesus dying, rising, and ascending does not mean we are left alone.  It also does not 
mean we are to forget his teachings.  I believe instead, we are to grab life post Jesus and 
live it daily in the Holy Spirit.  By living in the Holy Spirit our actions will reflect that which 
God wants, which Jesus challenges us to.                                continued, page 2 



   

Congregational Meeting 
 

The annual congregational meeting will take place on JUNE 13 immediately following the church 
service. It will take place in the church and on Zoom. Everyone is welcome to be present at the 
meeting, but only Augustana members can vote.  If you are not sure if you are a voting member, 
please contact the church office: (716) 832-5720. 

        

    Pastor Fred’s Next Bible Study 
 
      Begins June 25:  Galations 

 

 
Pastor Fred will be leading a study of Galatians. This study will be held at Augustana on 
Fridays from 10:00 to 11:30.  It will be hybrid; via Zoom and at Augustana.  The dates of 
the study are June 25, July 9, 16, 23, 30, and August 6. Everyone is invited to attend one 
or all sessions. Pastor Fred writes: 'We will explore the book and author Paul who gave us 
this quote  "I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” 
Gal. 2:20.' Call the church office at 832-5720 to ask questions or to be placed on the 
email list for receiving Zoom invitations.  

  Pastor ’s Ponderings 

 

continued from page 1 

 

This activity looks like what Paul writes “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” Galatians 5:22. 
 

     What if each day we practiced one of these words?  We would have nine days of  
connection to God.  Nine days of impacting the world around us with hope, forgiveness, 
love.  We won’t be alone, Jesus said.  
 

      Today I love….I challenge you to love with me.   
 
Yours in Christ,   
 
Pastor Fred 



 

Augustana Outreach for June: 
 

Model Evangelical Primary School 
 

Roknola Village, Sierra Leone 
 

In 2001, Augustana sponsored the Sesay family to come to Buffalo from Sierra Leone, in 
West Africa.  At the time, the nation was experiencing a civil war.  
 
Through the Sesays, we have been involved with the Sierra Leone Cultural Alliance of WNY 
(SLCA of WNY) and the Evangelical Model Primary School in Sierra Leone. Alan Sesay gives 
us updates on the school and the impact of our contributions. 

 

Sierra Leone is a very poor nation, and most children go to school hungry. To help alleviate 
the children’s hunger, the SLCA of WNY started providing food to the school, and the  
people of Augustana starting donating to this feeding program. 
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Pastor Joshua Mansaray from Buffalo visits the 
school several times a year (pictured in the striped 
shirt). Many children walk long distances from  
other villages to attend this school because of the 
food it provides.  



Outreach, continued: Evangelical Model Primary School, Sierra Leone 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Roknola Village is close to Masaika 
Town, also known as Mile 47.  

The Evangelical Model Primary School 
is in Roknola Village, Sierra Leone.  
 

Funds from Augustana also go  
toward helping build a new school.  
In an email in March 2021, Alan 
wrote to Augustana and said that 
the next phase of the school build-
ing project is planned to begin in 
April, and includes putting a roof 
on the school, paving the floors 
and working on the walls. This is a 
photo Alan sent Augustana in  
September 2020, during an earlier 
phase of the building project.  

When Alan gives us an update on the school and the feeding program, we will include it 
in an upcoming newsletter.   
 

If you would to make a donation to this school, you can write a check to Augustana and 
mark ‘Sierra Leone School’ in the memo portion, or give online through Tithe.ly, and look 
for ‘Sierra Leone School.’  
 

More information and photos are on the Sierra Leone Cultural Association’s website.   
 

http://www.slcawny.org 

http://www.slcawny.org/


‘PEACE NOT WALLS’   
ELCA in the Middle East 

 

By Upstate NY Synod Mission Interpreter, Marcia Brown 
 

Marcia informs congregations about the impact of the ELCA’s missions, which are made  
possible by the donations of congregations. This is her article for June:  

 

‘PEACE NOT WALLS’…is the name of the branch of the ELCA Advocacy ministry that works 
for justice and peace in Palestine and Israel. In the news lately, you have undoubtedly seen 
the renewal of hostilities between the two. Regardless where your sympathies lie, the ELCA  
accompanies both to promote respect for human rights, reconciliation, and peace. ELCA’s  
primary companion in this work is the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy 
Land, and the two church bodies are members of the Lutheran World Federation. 
 

In recent weeks, the Israeli government has made plans to remove Palestinians from their 
own homes in East Jerusalem so Israelis can live there. Even though Israel has made very posi-
tive progress on COVID vaccinations, very few Palestinians have had the opportunity to get it, 
and COVID deaths in Gaza and the West Bank have been disproportionately high. During the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan, Israeli security forces impeded access to the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, and even attacked worshippers. Rockets have destroyed entire neighborhoods in  
Gaza, while Israel’s sophisticated defense system prevents most of the damage from Palestini-
an weapons.  These events are in addition to the decades-long military incursions, restrictions 
on movement, limited assess to worship, health care, education, farmland, and clean water. 
Of course, there has been damage and death on the Israel side too, but significantly less. 
 

ELCA Advocacy brings these situations to light so that we can express our concern to our 
elected officials, so that we can pray for solutions, so that we can knowledgeably discuss the 
issues. Peace Not Walls exists because of your mission support. Thank you! 
 

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 

                      

Worship Volunteers Needed    
 

 Greeter:  Greet attendees and take attendance. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin 
board in the narthex (entry hall, near the sanctuary doors). 

 Tech Person: Set up the Laptop, IPad and TV for Zoom. Need to be at church at 8:45am. The 
volunteer only needs to set up, not run the equipment during church. 

 Building Care: Lock up the church office and outside doors, turn off lights.  
 

Please see Lance Scarafia if you are interested in volunteering for any of the positions,  
or contact him: (716) 970-0170/ ministeraugustana@yahoo.com .   



Augustana Lutheran Church 
 

3143 Eggert Road    Tonawanda, NY 14150 
 

   Church Office:   (716) 832-5720 /  augustchurch@yahoo.com 
 

Pastor Fred Kopp: (716) 984-8541 / augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com 
 

www.augustanaonline.org 
 

Facebook @augustanatonawanda     Instagram @augustanalutheranchurchtonny 

Worship on Cable TV: Lutheran worship is available on Cable TV Channel 5, MeTV, Sundays at 
10:00 a.m. Pastors Beigner, Carroll, and Smith lead this worship.  

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

Tuesday, June 1     Council Meeting, 7:00 pm via Zoom 
Congregational Meeting: June 13 
Fridays 10:00 - 11:30  Starting June 25, Pastor Fred’s Bible Study at Augustana  +  Zoom 

Thank you for your offerings and donations.  
You can give your offering at church, US mail it to church, or give online through Tithe.ly.  

(For information on Tithe.ly, see our website: augustanaonline.org.) 

Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ 
 

Wednesday, June 23 
3 pm - 7 pm (or until sold out) 
Location:  St. John Lutheran Church 
6540 Main Street, Williamsville, NY 14221 
$12 Presale / $13 day of 
For more information and to preorder,  
go to wnylutherancharities.org 

WORSHIP QUESTIONS?   
If you have any questions or concerns about our worship practices, please contact the Church 
Office at 832-5720 / augustchurch@yahoo.com, and Paulette Hotchkiss will get back to you. 

Upcoming Lutheran Charities Fundraisers 

23rd Annual Golf Classic 
 

Monday, August 9 
Glen Oak Golf Club, East Amherst 
10 am registration, 11 am lunch 
12 pm, shotgun start 
Prizes and raffles!  
Details will be available in the near future on 
wnylutherancharities.org 

Important Information from FEMA: If you have lost someone due to COVID or know someone 
who has, pass this information on to them. FEMA is now reimbursing for funeral expenses for 
those who passed away as a direct or indirect result of COVID.  COVID must be mentioned on the 
death certificate and the funeral expenses must have been incurred after January 20, 2020.  
Contact FEMA at 1-844-684-6333 to apply. They will go over what needs to be submitted.  


