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 Sharing the love of Jesus in our changing world. 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

  From Facebook:  
 

  My eight year old in the car today:  “Do you want me to throw the confetti in my pocket?” 
  Me:  “No, not in the car! – Why do you have confetti in your pocket?” 
  Eight year old:  “It’s my emergency confetti, I carry it everywhere in case there is good news!” 
  

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:10 
 

Even though this Christmas season may be filled with loneliness, anxiety, worry, illness, and 
so much more, an eight year old and a Baby point us to a better tomorrow.  A tomorrow 
where good news is celebrated, and hearts are warmed.  A tomorrow where love comes to 
us as a baby and that baby grows to show us how to share that love.   
 

I am making or buying confetti this season and filling my pockets, so that when I hear of a 
helpful act, a caring deed, or a loving statement I can celebrate with my “emergency  
confetti.” 
 

I hope these blessed emergencies come to all of you in the midst of your personal journey 
this December. 
 

Following and learning from children of God, I remain, 
 

Pastor Fred  
 

 

 



Care Ministry and Evangelistic Ministry 
 

By Lance Scarafia 
 

Advent greetings to one and all! 
 

As the holiday season is very quickly upon us I am blessed to be back at Augustana with my 
church family once again. I have been a part of worship both in person and on Zoom  
whenever possible and have enjoyed that special time together. It's good to see everyone 
again. 
 

Now for the exciting news! Pastor Fred and I have spoken many times over the past few 
months and shared many ideas for the future of this wonderful congregation.  One idea 
which is near and dear to me is Care Ministry. Please let me explain.  
 

Augustana members are already supportive of each other, but as we have been separated 
more and more by the Covid virus, we want to enhance the caring and support for each  
other that we already have.  Since the virus began, Linda Sokoley has been reaching out to 
people, particularly those we have prayed for. With Pastor Fred’s blessing, we will now add 
myself into the program by acting as the Care Minister.  I will work with Pastor Fred,  
contacting individuals by phone or whatever works best for them, who feel they want to talk 
or pray together. It's very rewarding for me as I hope it will be for everyone involved.  
Unfortunately due to the present circumstances I will only able to do phone calls, FaceTime 
or Zoom. If you have a need, please contact me at (716) 970-0170. This is my cell phone. 
You can call or text me. 
 

In addition, I have resumed a role I previously had at Augustana, which is Evangelistic  
Minister. As I come into contact with people in the community, I will look for ways to invite 
people to worship with us at Augustana and become involved in the outreach and activities 
that we do. 
 

Finally, you may wish to know that I am the Chaplain of the Brighton Fire Department, and I 
am involved with grief ministry through an area funeral home. 
 

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve God’s people at Augustana and in the community. 
Let's all pray especially for the strength and understanding for those who are struggling and 
for those who are working to keep us safe.  
 

In His Name, 
 

Lance  

The congregation council and Pastor Fred are excited about our care ministry and  
evangelistic minister, Lance Scarafia, as he takes leadership to help it grow and connect to the 

people of God here at Augustana. Welcome (back) Synodical Authorized Minister,  
Congregational Deacon and Evangelistic Minister,  Lance Scarafia. 



 

Refugee and Immigrant Driving Ministry 
 

On The Road Report       
 

Update December 2020 
 

Paul Kennedy 

 
We received the final grant funds for Lutheran Charities for 2020.   
I am currently working getting applications for 5 more individuals to start their 
driving lessons. Six of the participants passed their road test this fall.  We still 
have many individuals currently taking lessons because the Driving School 
had to close for several months starting April 2020. 
  
If Erie County goes to a RED virus zone, the Driving school will have to close 
again until the virus code changes. 

 

Service to others is life-affirming. 
We engage in service as an expression of gratitude to a gracious God. 

 

Worship Update 
 

It is with great sadness that we are not able to have in-person worship at this 

time.  We will be worshiping only on Zoom until at least January 3rd.  The reopening 

committee  will assess the situation as it gets closer.  We follow all State Guidelines 

so it will depend on what those guidelines are at that time.  As soon as we are able 

to resume in-person worship, we will let you know.   We want to thank all who have 

participated in the re-opening of the church & the weekly volunteers. This could not 

happen without all of your help.  We are looking forward to when we will be able to 

have in-person worship again. May God be with you and your families during this 

Holiday Season.  Stay healthy and safe. 

Your Re-opening Committee Chairman,   

Paulette 

Zoom Bible Study—Charlie Schmidtke 
 

Charlie Schmidtke’s last class in his fall Bible Study series is  on Monday, 12/ 7 (Judith and 

Susanne).  If you would like to participate, email Charlie and he will email you a Zoom  

invitation: schmidtkecharles@gmail.com.   

mailto:schmidtkecharles@gmail.com


 

I am gobsmacked by the generosity of our 
Augustana family.  In these extraordinary 
hard times and uncertainity, I did not have a 
specific goal in mind for this year’s World 
Hunger drive.  
 

With ZOOM services, without Coffee Hour to 
“talk it up” for several weeks, and without our 
traditional Pulled Pork luncheon, our humble 
Augustana Family came through with an 
astonishing $1000 for our annual drive. 
 

Two pigs, one goat and one set of chicks 
have already been selected, leaving $720.00 
for additional animals. I have posted to the 
right the cost of the animals and items that 
can be purchased. 
 

Please e-mail me this week at  
wild4birds@verizon.com  with your vote for 
the distribution of these funds and I will  
report back with an announcement in the 
weekly bulletin about what was decided. 
 

My heart is so full as yours must also be.  
May God Bless our FAMILY through this  
holiday season with the best of health and 
much happiness.     
 

   

 

New Outreach Project : Money for Mittens, Hats and Scarves 
 

Paula Kerr 
 

    Pastor Miranda of the Community of Good Neighbors told us they 
    are in need of hats, scarves and gloves/ mittens.  
    Usually, we collect actual winter gear items in person, but since 

                                              that is not possible this year, we are instead collecting money.  
                                              I will then shop for mittens, hats and gloves and deliver them.   
If you would like to contribute, please mail a check made out to Augustana, with ‘mittens‘  
in the memo. The deadline for church to receive the check is Sat. Jan. 9.  Thank you!  

 

World Hunger!!!  SUCCESS!! 
 
 

mailto:wild4birds@verizon.com


 

OUTREACH OUTCOME:  

NOVEMBER FOOD PANTRY DRIVES 
 

Thank you for your generosity and speed  

in donating food! We collected food for both 

Good Shepherd’s Thanksgiving dinners 

and for the Community of Good Neighbors.   

As you know, there is especially great need at 

this time, and we are grateful for your  

continuing support of these pantries.   

 

Christmas Eve Service   4:30 pm 
 

Our Christmas Eve service will take place  
via Zoom only. It will include communion. 
 

Pastor Fred is working with our organist, Ed, and 
members of the Worship and Music  
Committee to make it a special and  
memorable service. 
  
Invite your friends and relatives to  
celebrate with us the joy of Christ’s birth.  

 

Zoom Worship FAQs 
 

We have a vibrant worship service each week. Our online congregation is made up of people in 

WNY and friends of Augustana who live in other states.  
 

The congregation can log on starting at 9:00 am. This is a time when people can talk to each  

other if they like—our updated version of ‘coffee (half) hour.’ You choose whether to keep your  

video screen on or off during this time and during the service. At 9:30, the service begins, and 

you mute your microphone.  You unmute during the sign of peace and again near the end of the 

church service, when Pastor Fred asks for prayer concerns and then leads us in prayer. Pastor 

Kopp leads a brief children’s sermon weekly, and we celebrate communion most weeks.  

 

Contact the church office ( 716-832-5720 / augustchurch@yahoo.com ) and we will:  
 

 Send you a Zoom worship invitation by email or text 

 Or help you connect to our Zoom service using any telephone 

 Or try to answer any other Zoom-related questions. 



Augustana Lutheran Church 
 
 

3143 Eggert Road    Tonawanda, NY 14150 
 
 

   Church Office:   (716) 832-5720 /  augustchurch@yahoo.com 
 

Pastor Fred Kopp: (716) 984-8541 / augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com 
 

www.augustanaonline.org 
 

Facebook @augustanatonawanda     Instagram @augustanalutheranchurchtonny 

Offering 
 

Thank you for your offerings and donations.  
You can US-mail your offering to church, or give online through Tithe.ly.  

(For information on Tithe.ly, see our website: augustanaonline.org.) 

Worship on Cable TV 
     

Lutheran worship is available on Cable TV Channel 5, MeTV, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
Pastors Beigner, Carroll and Smith lead this worship. You can find previous sermons at  

https://stpaulseggertsville.org/past-sermon-videos/ .  

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, Dec. 6 Congregational Meeting after church service via Zoom. 
Monday, Dec. 7 Bible Study via Zoom, 1 pm (Charlie Schmidtke) 
                                        (No Council meeting in December.) 
Thursday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service, 4:30 pm.  Zoom only.  
Saturday Jan. 9 Last day for church to receive financial donations for Community of  
 Good Neighbors cold weather gear drive. 
Thursday, Jan. 14 Council Meeting, 7:00 pm via Zoom. 

 
Thank you to those 

who helped us  
purchase a new bench 
outside the front door 

of church.  
It will be there waiting 

for us when we are 
able to worship again 

in the sanctuary.  

Augustana outdoor sign update 
 
If you drive past church and notice 

that the sign is missing, don’t  
worry! The sign was installed more 
than 20 years ago and is in need of 
refurbishment. It will be worked on 
by the company that originally made 

the sign, and will be  
reinstalled a few weeks after it is 

taken down. 

New Bench 

https://stpaulseggertsville.org/past-sermon-videos/

