
 

 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings Continued: 
 

Doing the next right thing is to keep safe, 

listen to local news, and check in on 

reliable websites like our county, state, and 

CDC websites to keep informed.   
 

Doing the next right thing is to check on 

our neighbor or fellow church member, 

wave to the child playing in the yard, 

be patient and persistent.   
 

Some encouraging words from the Prophet 

Isaiah, chapter 40: 

“but those who wait for the LORD shall 

renew their strength, they shall mount up 

with wings like eagles, they shall run and 

not be weary, they shall walk and not 

faint.” 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “And 

remember, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” Matthew 28:20 

 

God bless and keep you, 

Pastor Fred 
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Pastor’s Ponderings: 

Irish Blessing.  

May the road rise up to meet you.  

May the wind be always at your back.  

May the sun shine warm upon your face;  

the rains fall soft upon your fields  

and until we meet again, may God hold you in 

the palm of His hand. 
 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Our world is in the grips of a challenge that 

will reorient us in new and different ways.  I 

recently watched the Disney film, Frozen II.  

No spoilers coming, but I did take away a 

phrase that I think can help guide us in the days 

ahead.  Many of the characters are guided by 

the principle of “doing the next right thing.”  

We can’t think too far ahead, and we can’t 

change the past, however we can do the next 

right thing.   
 

As our Lenten journey continues, this could be 

praying for our neighbors, the world, refugees, 

our doctors, nurses, and aides, the government, 

the least of these, and you can fill in the rest. 

We can concentrate on ourselves, by eating 

right, reading, connecting with people through 

phone, Facebook, email, or text.  Taking walks, 

cleaning our house, or playing games.  We can 

dive into the Word of God, blow off the dust 

from our Bibles and start with the New 

Testament and read.  If our finances allow, we 

can support causes that are in need, the church, 

and organizations that have a direct impact on 

our neighbors around the world, such as 

Lutheran Disaster Relief, the World Hunger 

organization or Lutheran Immigration and 

Refugee Service to name a few.                  
(continued) 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Augustana is a Christian family in faith 

that prays together to KNOW CHRIST 

and works to MAKE CHRIST KNOWN 

throughout the community. 

Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 

3143 Eggert Road 

Tonawanda, New York 14150 

716-832-5720 

http://www.augustanaonline.org 

Sunday Worship at 9:30 AM online 

Pastor Fred Kopp  716- 984-8541 
 



 

 

 

 

During this challenging time of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) let us remember the CDC’s 

recommendations which include the following: 

 Wash your hands often, with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or, if soap is not 

available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

 Stay indoors (going for a walk to get some fresh air is okay). 

 Social distancing (stay at least 6 ft away from people). 

 If you are sick, stay at home. 

 Some people may be at higher risk of getting very sick from this illness. This includes: 

Older adults and people who have serious underlying medical conditions like: heart 

disease, diabetes and lung disease.  

CDC website for updates / additional information: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/  

 

Pastor Fred reminds us: 

 Reach out via phone to your friends, family and your fellow church members. 

 If you are older than 60 have someone younger do your shopping.   

 

 
 

Offering: We understand that some people are experiencing financial hardship during the 
time. Those who are able to continue to make offerings to Augustana can do so through the 
US mail (checks only, made out to Augustana Lutheran Church), or you can give online via 
Tithe.ly. You can get to Tithe.ly on our website’s homepage (www.augustanaonline). If you 
have a smartphone, you can download the Tithe.ly app. Instructions for both ways of giving 
through Tithe.ly are on our website’s homepage. Thank you.  

 

ONLINE WORSHIP AT AUGUSTANA: Pastor Fred now conducts an online Sunday 

worship service for Augustana at our usual worship time of 9:30 am. To join in, email your 

email address to Pastor Kopp: augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com and he will email you the link 

and instructions. If you are not on the internet, call a church friend who IS on the internet, and 

you can listen to and participate in the church service (ask them to put you on speakerphone.)  
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Pastor Kopp frequently posts prayers, readings, and meditations on Facebook, Instagram 

and our website. If possible, please stay connected with your Augustana family in one of 

these ways. If you would like to hear one of Pastor’s readings, but you are not on the 

internet, call a friend and ask them to play it into your telephone for you!  

Facebook: Augustana Lutheran – Tonawanda 

Website: www.augustanaonline.org        Instagram: augustanalutherantonny 

 

 

 

 

 

All Augustana in-person worship services are cancelled through April 20. We will reassess 
closer to that date. In addition, these activities are cancelled: Refugee and Immigrant 
Driving classes and celebration brunch and raffle, all Sociables activities, Charlie Schmidtke’s 
classes at TOL, and the Lutheran Charities dinner honoring Paul Kennedy. 
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