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Pastor’s Ponderings: 
BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, 

This is sometimes what I hear coming out of our 

country leaders’ mouths, my mouth, and many other 

mouths.  Thoughtless speech that comes from an 

ungrounded position.  Whether we hear it in tweet 

form, or through gossip about the Hollywood stars or 

our neighbors, or damaging words of confrontation 

with a loved one, our tongue can lead to a mess. 

 In our recent Study of James, we read, “How 

great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And 

the tongue is the fire.”   James 3:5 

Apathy, Anxiety, Stress, Conflict, Arrogance, Self-

Centeredness and many other feelings and actions have 

overtaken many of us.  These may be righteous or 

unrighteous.  They may be caused by the past, or by 

present people, and events, or from predictions of the 

future.  Wherever they begin it is not healthy to stay in 

these feelings and have them define our being.    

I know I have been tainted and frustrated and impacted 

by outside happenings.  So I have begun to  ponder and 

put forth an effort to transform the “BLAHS” in my 

life into BLESSINGS.  In doing so I pray that my life 

and the people I impact will be moved to do the same 

and therefore impact the world.  One quote, with a 

debated origin, (maybe Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry 

David Thoreau, or  Henry Stanley Haskins a Wall 

Street trader with a checkered background.) is helping 

me center myself.   

 “What lies behind us and what lies before us 

are tiny matters compared to what lies within 

us.”     

 Jesus gives us word’s to ponder also.  “You 

shall love the Lord with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your strength, 

and with all your mind; and your  neighbor as 

yourself.”  Luke 10: 27 

If I look in the mirror and listen,  I hear back “Work on 

YOU!”  I invite you to join me working on YOU, in 

order to impact our neighbor, reduce the fires that our 

tongues set ablaze, and to transform our “BLAHs” in 

to BLESSINGS. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Fred 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Augustana is a Christian family in faith 

that prays together to KNOW CHRIST 

and works to MAKE CHRIST KNOWN 

throughout the community. 

Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 

3143 Eggert Road 

Tonawanda, New York 14150 

716-832-5720 

http://WWW.augustanaonline.org 

Sunday Worship at 9:30 AM 

Weekly Communion 

Pastor Fred Kopp   984-8541 
 

Play Group News:: Play Group is underway 

on Friday mornings from 10-11:30, ending August 

16. It is for children ages 0-5 and their caregivers. 

Older siblings are also welcome. In addition to 

free play, the play group also includes snacks, 

stories and songs. It is free and open to the 

community, so bring your children and 

grandchildren and invite your friends and 

neighbors! There is no advance registration. Kids 

and their caregivers attend any and all weeks that 

work with their schedule.  Ask Beth Kerr if you 

have any questions.  

  

 Children's Worship Service: We will be 

having a Children's Worship Service on Sunday, 

August 18. The kids are invited to participate in 

the worship service in ways that they feel 

comfortable.  The service is shorter, with only a 

children's sermon. Pastor Fred and Beth Kerr will 

discuss the kids' participation with them and with 

their parents.  
 

 Sunday School News: . Sunday School 

resumes September 15.  The kids have a lot of fun 

while learning about the bible and what it means 

to be a child of God. We invite you to tell others 

about Sunday School at Augustana: It is for ages 

3 and up, at 10:30 weekly for 30 minutes.  Ask 

Donna Bartkowski if you have additional 

questions. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Our CHILI SALE plans are well under way.  

Save the date: Saturday, September 7th  

 
 

#1.  Flyers will be on the table of the Narthex.  Please take one, two, or a few and 

help us advertise our fundraiser in strategic  

places. 

 

#2.  Although the CHILI SALE is the main event, we will also have a smaller scale 

(Homemade only) baked goods sale. 

 

If you are able to help with this part of the fundraiser, please sign the volunteer 

sheet in the Narthex for the baked goods sale. 

 

Cookies, brownies and bars are easily packageable for individual sale.  Please have 

your goods packaged for individual sale. 

 

#3.  There will be a pre-order form on the table in the Narthex.  Feel free to order 

your CHILI in advance. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help in making this a big success! 

 

Paula Kerr 
 

                 

Please recycle bottles and cans by returning them to Tonawanda Bottle and Can Retrieval 

Center, 1942 Colvin Blvd. at Brighton. Please have them credit the account of Augustana 

Lutheran Church. We will use the proceeds for the financial shortfall. Thank you. 
 

 

Sunday School is going to move into the current 'Teen Room,' and we no longer need the 

furniture in the ‘Teen Room.’  If anyone in the church could use any or all of the furniture, let Donna or Beth 

know. Also let them know if you are aware of a family outside the church who may need the furniture. Thank 

you.    

 

 

SOCIABLES EVENTS 

 

Wednesday, August 21
st
 we will be going to lunch at the North Starr Tavern at 7340 Seneca  

Street in Elma and then shopping at the Marilla Country Store on Two Rod Road. Meet at 

Church at 11:30am.  
 


