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 Sharing the love of Jesus in our changing world. 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

Ten ways to LOVE 
 

Listen without interrupting. (Proverbs 18) 
 

Speak without accusing. (James 1:9) 
 

Give without sparing. (Proverbs 21:26) 
 

Pray without ceasing. (Colossians 1:9) 
 

Answer without arguing. (Proverbs 17:1) 
 

Share without pretending. (Ephesians 4:15) 
 

Enjoy without complaint. (Philippians 2:14) 
 

Trust without wavering. (1 Corinthians 13:7) 
 

Prove without punishing. (Colossians 2:15) 
 

Promise without forgetting. (Proverbs 13:17) 

 
     I have this on my bulletin board in my TOL office to remind me to LOVE,  

 that LOVE takes effort, and LOVE can be shown in many different ways.  
 This list doesn’t include forgiving, sacrificing, selflessness and other values,  

 however it is a reminder to me that loving the way God LOVES, an ”AGAPE” LOVE, 
 is a selfless, fulltime pursuit that encompasses our whole lives as we interact with  

God’s earth, creatures, and fellow humans.   
 

     As we enter the month of Thanksgiving I am drawn to thank God for God’s  
 selfless and steadfast LOVE for us, exhibited in the LOVE Jesus showed from the  
 Cross and through his ministry.  I am thankful for all who have taught and shown  
 me this kind of LOVE.  I am encouraged that we, as we continue to share God’s  

 AGAPE LOVE, can change the world.   
 

     In Christ’s LOVE I remain,  
 

     Pastor Fred 



 

Refugee and Immigrant Driving Ministry 
On The Road Report      Update November 2020 

 

Paul Kennedy 
 

 

The permit classes have been postponed until 2021. The April 26,
 
2020 Brunch 

and Fundraiser was also postponed. 
 

Since January 2020, the program used the beginning funds, the Lutheran 
Charities Grant and the fundraiser drawing donations to pay for 16  
participants to start driving lessons.  Four driving students were from the 
2019 permit class and 12 are new students.  The driving school started giving  
lessons again at the beginning of September 2020. 
 

The October 4, 2020 fundraiser drawing raised $1543 in ticket sales and 
donations.  The winners of the drawing were as follows: 
 1

st
  prize  E-bay Gift Cards  Sara Kattan 

 2
nd

 prize TV    Joanne Beishline 
 3

rd
 prize Marv Levy Photo Tim Starr 

 4
th

 prize Cookware   McKenzie Kennedy 
 

Thanks to everyone for a successful fundraiser.  
 

The 2021 Lutheran Charities Grant application has been filed. 
 

Service to others is life-affirming. 
We engage in service as an expression of gratitude to a gracious God. 

Bible Study at Augustana / Zoom 
 

Pastor Kopp leads bible study on Fridays from 10 – 11:30 am on the topic of “Ten Key Events 
from the Bible.” It takes place both in person and via Zoom on 11/ 6, 13 and 20.  The  
in-person classes are held in Augustana’s lower level hall which  can be accessed with an  
elevator. Classes are ‘drop-in.’  All are invited and welcome!  We follow Covid protocol and 
wear masks, keep six feet apart, and have no common food.  To receive a Zoom invitation, 
email Pastor Kopp at augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com. 

Bible Study at TOL / Zoom 
 

Charlie Schmidtke is leading a series of classes on Mondays at 1:00 pm: 11/9 (Rachel and 
Leah), 11/23 (Deborah and Naomi), 12/ 7 (Judith and Susanne). In-person classes take place 
at TOL upstairs in the Fireside Lounge.  Classes are ‘drop in.’ Enter the church through the 
door in front of the elevator. People will be safely distanced. Masks covering mouth and 
nose are mandatory. A sanitizing station is available. Please bring your own bible. Charlie 
will also be live-Zooming the classes.  If you would like to participate by Zoom, email  
Charlie: schmidtkecharles@gmail.com.  

mailto:schmidtkecharles@gmail.com


Our in-person worship at Augustana Lutheran Church is going 
strong due to the help of our wonderful church volunteers.   
There remains approximately 25 people attending weekly.   
We would love to see you at worship. We are taking every  
precaution to make sure everyone is safe.  It is mandatory that 
everyone wear a mask (one will be provided if you don’t have 
one) and kept on during the entire worship.  You must also  
social distance staying 6ft. apart.  There is no singing (except by  
the designated soloist) and there is no socializing inside the  
building.  We make sure all surfaces are sanitized and have hand 
sanitizer in all of the open pews.  We are committed to keeping 
the building as safe as possible to ensure everyone stays healthy.  
Thank you to all of our volunteers for helping make this a success.  

For those that are not able to attend or aren’t ready to attend in-person worship, we will 
continue to have the worship service via Zoom.  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please call the Church Office at  832-5720 and Paulette Hotchkiss will get back to you.    

Worship 

Update 
 

By Paulette 

Hotchkiss 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Now that we have re-opened and are worshiping in the church, we need weekly  
volunteers to be Greeters and Zoom coordinators (1 of each per week).  Please see  

  Paulette Hotchkiss if you are willing to volunteer for either of these positions.  
Thank you! 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve 

 

Paulette Hotchkiss 
 

It is time to order poinsettias to be placed 
on the altar for the Christmas Eve service.  
 

Please fill out the form that you will find on 
the last page of this newsletter and place it 
either in the designated  
collection plate in the narthex or mail it to 
Augustana.  
 

Orders must be received by Nov. 15th. 
Please talk to Nora Pomplun if you have 
any questions. 





Community Resource: Western New York Law Center 

Kate Lockhart 
 

      This year has been a hard one for families here in Western New York.  Job losses,  

reduced hours at work, sickness, lack of child care, and many other issues due to  

COVID-19 have had a major impact on people’s ability to keep up with their rent,  

mortgage, and other payments. Erie County saw higher unemployment numbers this 

summer than it did at the height of the Great Recession a decade ago.  If you and your 

family are struggling to keep up, you’re not alone.  While your situation may seem  

overwhelming, there are resources available that may be able to help you.   

      The Western New York Law Center is a not for profit law office located in Buffalo, NY 

that provides free legal resources to people facing consumer debt issues.  The Law Center 

provides people with help facing mortgage or tax foreclosure, credit card defaults, car  

repossessions, student loan defaults, medical debt, wage garnishments, bankruptcy, 

and other issues.  While we cannot help in every scenario with direct representation, we 

may be able to point you in the direction of other services available or simply explain the 

legal details of your situation and options available to you.    

       The Law Center primarily does work in Erie, Niagara, Wyoming, and Genesee  

counties and our services are completely free.  If you or someone you know is  

delinquent on their taxes or mortgage payments, has received a notice in the mail from  

a creditor or an attorney, or simply wish to pull your credit report and have the contents 

explained to you, reach out to us at 716-855-0203 and follow the prompts to the  

appropriate hotline for the issue you’re facing.   You are not alone in your struggle and 

there are resources that may be able to help you address the financial issue you’re facing 

due to COVID-19 or prior.  Please reach out and have your situation reviewed by one of 

our knowledgeable attorneys. 

         If you’d like more information about our services, please stop by Augustana  

Lutheran Church on Saturday, November 7 from 11AM – 1PM for our drive-thru  

information session. Covid-19 safety precautions will be in place. You must wear a  

mask and remain in your car. See flyer on the following page for more details.  

Help with financial hardships caused by Covid-19 

Kate Lockhart 

Erie County residents can apply for federally funded grants to help with  
back rent or mortgage payments due to Covid hardships (reduced hours, laid off, etc.) 

Call 211 to apply or to obtain more information.  





  

Community of Good Neighbors Has Asked for Our Help! 
 

Pastor Miranda Hammer of the Community of Good Neighbors is grateful for the food pantry 
drive we did in September and she has reached out to us to let us know that they are  

currently experiencing a great need for food and other items. 
 

They particularly need: 
peanut butter, canned tuna, canned vegetables and toilet paper 

but all types of non-perishable food is appreciated. 
 

Please bring all donations to Augustana by November 15, 
and put in the bin marked ‘Community of Good Neighbors.’ 

 

Let Pastor know if you would be able to deliver the food to the pantry.  Thank you!  

NIAGARA FRONTIER CONFERENCE, Rev. Lee Miller II, Dean 
Fall Zoom Assembly held October 19, attended by Paul Kennedy 

 

There were updates from:  
     Conference Ministries including The Community of Good Neighbors by Pastor Miranda 
Hammer.  Pastor Miranda mentioned that donations of hats and gloves would be  
appreciated for the upcoming winter season.  
 

 The Process for the Election of the Upstate New York Synod Bishop was outlined.  
Details are listed on the Synod website. 
     

     Special Reports from: Our Director of Evangelical Mission – Pr. Norma Malfatti. The  
Racial Justice Task Force Resolution on Racism was reviewed. The resolution related to 
the following - Racism in all its forms, hereafter referred to as “white supremacy” violates 
Jesus’ great commandment to love God and to love neighbor.  It condemns racism and 
white supremacy in all forms as heresy and false gospel against black, indigenous and  
People of Culture.  

Revised Church Directory 
 

We are in the process of revising the church directory by updating and adding  
information. Donna Bartkowski will be outlining details and contacting people in the 

upcoming months.  

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

4:30 pm 
The service will take place in the sanctuary and via Zoom. 
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Offering 
 

Thank you for your offerings and donations. You can place your offering in the offering plate 
in the narthex if you attend worship in person, or US-mail your offering to church,  

or give online through Tithe.ly.  
(For information on Tithe.ly, see our website: augustanaonline.org.) 

Worship on Cable TV 
     

Lutheran worship is available on Cable TV Channel 5, MeTV, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
Pastors Beigner, Carroll and Smith lead this worship. You can find previous sermons at  

https://stpaulseggertsville.org/past-sermon-videos/ .  

SHHH…..!       We are collecting donations for a Christmas present for Pastor.  
If you would like to contribute, you can mail a check to church made out  

to Augustana (marked Pastor Christmas present) or you can put a  
(marked) donation in the offering plate.  

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

Friday, Nov. 6 Bible Study @ Augustana and Zoom, 10 am 
Saturday, Nov. 7 WNY Law Center Drive-Through Event, 11 am—1 pm 
Monday, Nov. 9 Bible Study @ TOL and Zoom, 1 pm 
Friday, Nov. 13 Bible Study @ Augustana and Zoom, 10 am 
Sunday, Nov. 15 Last day of World Hunger Drive 
 Last day to order / pay for poinsettias 
 Last day to donate to food drive for Comm. of Good Neighbors 
Thursday, Nov. 19 Council Meeting, 7 pm via Zoom 
Friday, Nov. 20 Bible Study @ Augustana and Zoom, 10 am 
Monday, Nov. 23 Bible Study @ TOL and Zoom, 1 pm 
Sunday, Nov. 29 First Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, Dec. 6 Congregational Meeting after church service. In-person and Zoom. 
Monday, Dec. 7 Bible Study @ TOL and Zoom, 1 pm 
Thursday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service, 4:30 pm. In-person and Zoom.     

https://stpaulseggertsville.org/past-sermon-videos/


POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
 

** Deadline for Ordering and Payment is November 15th  ** 
 

**Pre-paid orders only**          **No Exceptions** 
 

All 6 1/2”plants are $8.50 each 
 

 Completed order form and check payable to Augustana Lutheran Church can be  
 placed in designated offering plate in narthex or mailed to   
 Augustana Lutheran Church, 3143 Eggert Rd, Tonawanda, NY 14150  
 

 

 Please print legibly. 
 
 Your Name: ______________________________________________ 
 
 Phone: __________________________ 
 

 Total Payment Enclosed:  ______________ 
 

 Quantity:      _________  RED      _________  WHITE     _________   PINK 
 
 
 In Memory of: 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________  
 

 In Honor of:  
___________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 


