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Monthly Newsletter September, 2020 
 

Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

The Rev. Frederick W. Kopp, Pastor – 716-984-8541 
 

     The Rev. Phillip Vender, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Sharing the love of Jesus in our changing world. 
 

 
 

Re-Opening Plans: 
Augustana will re-open Sunday, September 13th. 

We are planning to also ‘Zoom’ the worship service live. 
A letter has been US-mailed to people who regularly attend 

worship services.  The letter contains details about new worship 
safety procedures. If you did not receive a letter and you would 

like one, please contact the church office. 
The Zoom worship invite will be emailed as usual. 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The reopening can only take place with volunteers! People are 
needed to prepare the church for the re-opening, and on Sunday mornings. Please contact 
Paulette for details and consider if you help: photchkiss55@yahoo.com / 716-465-3127 .  
 

 
 

‘God’s Work. Our Hands.’ 
      

‘God’s Work. Our Hands.’ Is the name of the ELCA’s annual national day of service.  
Augustana’s service project will be a drive-through collection of food (and some 

household items) on Saturday, September 19 from 10-2 in Augustana’s parking lot. 

                                                             WHAT TO DONATE 

Non-perishable food items                      and                 household items 

            (For example, toilet paper, 

paper towels, and disposable 
diapers in any size). 

 
Your donations will go to the food pantry of the newly renamed church, Community of Good 
Neighbors, on Doat St. at Genesee St. in Buffalo (formerly Resurrection Lutheran Church). The 
new pastor of this church is Miranda Hammer (who was Vicar at Abiding Savior).  
 

If you have any questions, contact Paula Kerr at (716) 875-8816 / wild4birds@verizon.net. 
 

Thank you! 

mailto:photchkiss55@yahoo.com
mailto:wild4birds@verizon.net
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Pastor’s Ponderings for September: 
 

I, maybe like you, am filled with sadness, anxiety, and an overwhelming sensation that I am not  
in control of much.  We are in the sixth month of adjusting to Covid-19, a very contagious and 
dangerous virus.  I am concerned about the weather, and creation as it groans.  Earth issues seem 
to be escalating with a derecho (on-land hurricane) hitting Iowa, hurricanes battering the United 
States’ coasts and causing great injury, death, and destruction, fires burning out of control in 
California making many homeless, earthquakes in Iran-Turkey, locust infestations in Ethiopia, 
Kenya, and other African Countries, and other groans too many to name.   
 

I am troubled especially in these last months as we have been made aware of how much further 
we need to go in addressing racism in the United States, from police and their training and use of 
lethal force, to inequities in the system that seem to benefit unequally those who are white and 
discriminate against black, brown, and other people of color.  I am bothered by the seemingly lack 
of human decency when refugees and immigrant families seek only to better their lives and live in 
safety and they are treated like criminals who have committed egregious felonies. On top of 
hearing the daily struggles of people around the world there seems to be a disintegration of 
kindness, ethical behavior, and decency. 
 

I named some large concerns, and there are many more that weigh on me and maybe on you.  To 
keep my sanity I sometimes escape into a fantasy novel or turn to watch and listen to sports, yet 
voices of athletes I respect are sharing that struggles with racism are too important to ignore and 
therefor games have been canceled in order to emphasize their struggle.   
Where do we turn?  To meditation, counseling, family, and community. To Jesus and Biblical 
stories of comfort and action. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples as he prepared to leave earth and ascend into heaven, that they will 
have an advocate, the Holy Spirit to give them hope, courage, and strength. Jesus also said “I will 
be with you to the end of the age” Matt. 28:17 WE ARE NOT ALONE. 
 

We are to love our neighbor as ourselves, and who is our neighbor?  It is a range from those we 
know and those we meet along the way of life, even those we may have been taught to despise 
and ignore.  In a story Jesus told, a Samaritan aided a critically injured Jewish man and supported 
him with his time, and finances, and Jesus said this Samaritan acted like a neighbor.   WE ARE TO 
BE A NEIGHBOR TO ALL. 
 

We are to pray unceasingly as the apostle Paul writes to the church in Thessalonica, or as Jesus 
showed again and again as he “went away and prayed”  WE ARE TO PRAY. 
 

We are not to let our hearts be troubled, instead believe in Jesus.  WE ARE TO HAVE FAITH. 
 

We are to rest before and after action is taken, so that more action can be taken.  In other words, 
to be effective taking care of others we need to take care of ourselves.  LOVE OURSELVES AND 
OTHERS.                                   
                                                                    Continued, next page 
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Pastor’s Ponderings, continued: 
 
And as Jesus, tortured on cross, proclaimed, and as we pray in the Lord’s prayer, forgiveness is 
key.  WE ARE TO FORGIVE. 
 

By attaching myself to a God of Love, a God with humility, who shared Jesus with us, a God that 
empowers and expects us to sacrifice and use our gifts to the Glory of God, I am feeling less 
overwhelmed and more at peace to act in a manner that is pleasing to God and to humankind.   
Jesus said, “everything is possible with God” and Paul writes “nothing can separate us from God’s 
love in Christ Jesus our Lord” and on the Rock of Jesus, we can assemble our lives and move from 
the feeling of sinking in sand, to a sure foundation in order to address the challenges we face.   
 
       I hope that sharing a little part of my journey helps you. 
                   Peace, 
                           Pastor Fred    he/him/his  

 
 
Refugee & Immigrant Driving Ministry: On Oct 4 we are raffling off 4 items to benefit the 
Refugee and Immigrant Driving program. If you did not receive tickets or if you want to buy 
more, contact the church office: (716) 832-5720 or augustchurch@yahoo.com . The 
donation for each ticket is $5.00.  Please make checks payable to Augustana Lutheran 
Church. If you do not want to buy tickets for yourself, you can send in a donation and we 
will give one prepaid ticket to each driving program participant. Thanks in advance for your 
continuous support of this ministry. 

 
 
Worship on Cable TV: If you are unable to join us for Zoom worship, Lutheran worship is 
available on Cable TV channel 5, MeTV, Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Pastors Beigner and Smith 
lead this worship. You can find previous sermons at https://stpaulseggertsville.org/past-
sermon-videos/ .  
 
 
 
 

Offering: Thank you for your offerings and donations.  You can send an offering to 
Augustana in two ways:  
1)   Through the US mail to Augustana (checks only, made out to Augustana Lutheran 
Church). 
2)   Tithe.ly. Online giving. You can get to Tithe.ly on Augustana’s website homepage 
(www.augustanaonline). If you have a smartphone, you can download the Tithe.ly app. 
Instructions for both ways of giving through Tithe.ly are on our website’s homepage.  
 

 

https://stpaulseggertsville.org/past-sermon-videos/
https://stpaulseggertsville.org/past-sermon-videos/
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Outreach Focus for September: 
Sierra Leone Evangelical Model Primary School. 

 

In 2001, Augustana sponsored the Sesay family to come to Buffalo from Sierra Leone, 
which was experiencing a civil war. We continue to be in contact with the Sesays, and 
through them have been involved with the Sierra Leone Cultural Alliance of WNY. This 

organization supports the Model Primary School in Sierra Leone, and since 2012,  
we have also been supporting the school.  

 

The money we raise provides food at lunchtime 
for the children in the school. Alan Sesay, at an 

Augustana coffee hour, said many children 
walk long distances from other villages to 
attend this school because of the food it 

provides, since hunger is rampant. They are 
continuing to feed the children during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

Funds also go to helping build a new school.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are able to make a donation to this school, you can write a check to Augustana and 
mark ‘Sierra Leone School’ in the memo portion, or give online through Tithe.ly, and look 
for ‘Sierra Leone School.’   More information and photos are on the Sierra Leone Cultural 
Association’s website:    www.slcawny.org .         Thank you! 
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