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Pastor ’s Ponderings 

 
 

“We are broken… that’s how the light gets in.”   
 
There is an argument on the internet if this is a quote from Earnest Hemmingway,  
the author, or Leonard Cohen, the composer, or a combination of the two… 
however it came to be, I think it connects to we who are followers of Christ.   
 
In our grief, in our fear, in our sin and search for redemption, in our insecurities, anxiety, 
depression, our apathy, anger, and arrogance, our pride and prejudices, in our actions to-
ward the world God created and God’s wonderful creatures we expose our brokenness 
and failures.  Yet with Christ, these actions and nonactions, and our thought and  
thoughtlessness, are not an ending or define who we are; instead there is a power  
greater than we that can shine through.     
 
Jesus said “I am the LIGHT of the World”  John 8:12 
 
It is Jesus and Jesus’ relationship to us that help us address and connect to a better way, 
a stronger stance, a more hopeful future.  It is Jesus as the light that exposes, lights up, 
brightens our darkness. 
 
Jesus the light of the world changes our actions and attitudes to become a force for  
justice and peace in the world, as our baptismal promises state.  Jesus the light of the 
world, allows you and me to live purposefully despite our brokenness.   
 
I pray we, in little and big ways, separately and together, brighten the world around us. 

 
Pastor Fred 



   

  Outreach News                       by Paula Kerr 
 

    Thanks to all for your generous donations this past month.  

    $175.00 was collected for MeTV Channel 5 (Lutheran Sunday Service). 

    We also collected women's hygiene items for Community of Good Neighbors, 

    which is very much appreciated.  

    In June, our Outreach focus will be on the Evangelical Primary Model School that  

    we support in Sierra Leone.  

Finance Update                      by Paulette Hotchkiss 
 

      We would like to thank everyone for their continued financial support.   
Due to the generosity of the congregation, as of March 31, the remaining balance of the 
2021 projected Financial Deficit  is $7,155 (down from $10,300 at the start of the new 
budget on 1/1/21).  
 

      If you have any questions please talk to Paul Kennedy or Paulette Hotchkiss. We would 
be happy to answer any questions you might have.  

 Worship Volunteers Needed   by Lance Scarafia 
 

   The re-opening committee needs volunteers: 
    Greeter:  Greet attendees and take attendance. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin 

board in the narthex (entry hall, near the sanctuary doors). 
    Tech Person: Set up the Laptop, IPad and TV for Zoom. Need to be at church at 8:45am. 

The volunteer only needs to set up, not run the equipment during the service. 
    Building Care: Lock up the church office and outside doors, turn off lights 
 
  Please see Lance Scarafia if you are interested in volunteering for any of the positions,  
  or contact him: (716) 970-0170/ ministeraugustana@yahoo.com .   
  Any help you can give us would be great. Thank you.   
 
 

  For general questions about worship practices at Augustana, please contact the Church 
  Office at 832-5720 / augustchurch@yahoo.com, and Paulette Hotchkiss will get back  
  to you. 



BIBLE STUDIES 
                              Pastor Fred’s Bible Study: In-Person and Zoom       

 

      Explore Joshua “One of the Bible’s greatest testimonies  
to the mighty acts of God on behalf of Israel.”  

      Pastor Fred is leading a Bible study on Fridays on the book of Joshua.  The last class 

will be in May. The exact end date is flexible, based on class discussion.  

     The Bible study is from 10:00 - 11:30 and meets at Augustana and via Zoom.  If you 

would like a Zoom invitation, email Pastor at augustchurch@yahoo.com or call the 

church office at (716) 832-5720.  Each session of study stands on its own, so come to one 

or all.   

     We require that you wear a mask and maintain distancing. We look forward to seeing 

you in person or on Zoom.   

      Pastor Fred’s next Bible Study series will be on a book from the New Testament.   

Charlie Schmidtke’s Bible Study: In-Person and Zoom 
 

     The last class for Charlie’s current series is on Monday, 5/3 at 1:00 pm both at TOL  
(in the Fireside Room) and via Zoom.   If you go to the in-person class, you will need to 
wear a mask, maintain  distancing, and have your own bible. To participate by Zoom, 
email Charlie and he will email you the Zoom link: schmidtkecharles@gmail.com, or you 
can attend the in-person classes without preregistering. 

Upstate NY Synod Mission Interpreter, Marcia Brown: Bangladesh 
 

A Mission Interpreter informs congregations about the impact of the ELCA’s missions, which are 
made possible by the donations of congregations. Every month, Ms. Brown writes an article 
about an impact that your donations make in the world.  This is her article for May:  

CHANGING LIVES IN BANGLADESH 
 

    In Bangladesh, Farida works as a housekeeper, and her husband is a field laborer. They live 
near the Lutheran Health Care Bangladesh Hospital, which offers self-help groups for women 
that provide an opportunity for savings, small business development, economic and financial 
training, and relational support. When Farida joined the group, she received training in home-
stead vegetable gardening. She now tells her neighbors how her life has changed.  In addition to 
her cleaning work, she now has an extra income source selling her vegetables at the local week-
ly market. Her economic status has improved, and her children have their basic needs met. “I 
will always be grateful to Almighty God and to the Lutheran Health Care Bangladesh.”  
     As you plan your garden this spring, think of Farida and her vegetable garden. It wouldn’t 

happen without your gifts to Mission Support and to ELCA World Hunger, which support fami-

lies as they grow food to nourish themselves and build safer, healthier communities for the long 

term, helping to put an end to hunger—for good. Thank you! 

mailto:schmidtkecharles@gmail.com


Augustana Lutheran Church 
 
 

3143 Eggert Road    Tonawanda, NY 14150 
 
 

   Church Office:   (716) 832-5720 /  augustchurch@yahoo.com 
 

Pastor Fred Kopp: (716) 984-8541 / augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com 
 

www.augustanaonline.org 
 

Facebook @augustanatonawanda     Instagram @augustanalutheranchurchtonny 

Worship on Cable TV: Lutheran worship is available on Cable TV Channel 5, MeTV, Sundays 
at 10:00 a.m. Pastors Beigner, Carroll, and Smith lead this worship.  

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

WEDNESDAY May 26 Council Meeting, 7:00 pm Hybrid: in person at church and via Zoom 
 

Fridays 10:00 - 11:30 Pastor Fred’s Bible Study at Augustana  +  Zoom 
 

Monday 5/3 at 1:00  Charlie Schmidtke’s Bible Study at TOL  +  Zoom 

Abiding Savior Lutheran 
Church Indoor ‘Yard’ Sale 
 

Proceeds benefit World Hunger 
Sat., May 15, 2021   8AM – 3PM 
1534 Ruie Rd, NT    
Donations accepted (no clothing 
please).  For more info call  
693-0180/ 694-4068 /876-7384. 

Offering:  
Thank you for your offerings and donations. You can give your offering at church, US mail it 

to church, or give online through Tithe.ly.  
(For information on Tithe.ly, see our website: augustanaonline.org.) 

Augustana’s office has extra 
paper that we would like to 
donate to anyone who needs 
it, as described in the photo. 
Contact Donna at the church 
office if interested.  
 

                 Happy Times    
   magazine is now available 
for preschool and early  
elementary school kids.  
Pick one up at church or  
contact the church office and 
we will mail you one. You can 
also give one to a friend, 
grandchild, or neighbor. 


