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Pastor ’s Ponderings 
 

Luther said,  “God created the world out of nothing; so as long as we are nothing,  
God can make something out of us.” 

 

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;  
see, everything has become new!”   2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

“Jesus lives again, earth can breath again, pass the Word around; loaves abound.”  
Refrain from hymn, Let us Talents and Tongues Employ. 

 

     I am starting to feel it, are you?   Hope!  Breath! Something new?   It has been an interesting, 
stretching, challenging, and for some, a depressing year.  I feel we are moving to an ending,  
and a new beginning.  I am challenged to make this ending be as hopeful as my new beginning. 
I am ending by looking back at blessings, hardships, hopes, and activities of the past year.  The 
blessings I have seen are people caring for others, families supporting each other, masks being 
worn to protect strangers, prayers being lifted up, and a strong desire to hear the WORD. 
 

     The hardships and challenges we experienced this year seem overshadowed by the many 
people impacted by the virus through sickness and death.  The hope of this past year for me  
still remains with God working amid this pandemic to challenge us to be the church and share 
the good news of forgiveness, eternal life, and that we never walk alone.  The activities we  
participated in helped expand our world and our reach to people in need and added much - 
needed skills to communicate and interact with others, like using Zoom. 
 

     The new beginning, the breath that we are feeling, is hopeful.  I am trying to make sure I do 
not regress back to some the thoughts and attitudes of the past that I am not proud of and that 
is not of God.  I am trying to be open to let God make something new in me.  As a “new  
creation” I hope to be a person more action-oriented concerning justice issues like racism and 
hunger in the world.  As a “new creation,” I hope to be a person who values honesty and  
respecting others above my own selfish desires and wants like keeping and accumulating more 
money and stuff.  This “something” that God is making in me will be a person who cares about 
all of God’s created people, not bounded by human borders, and it will be a person who takes 
action to protect and care for God’s creation. 
 

     This year means “something new” to me and I pray God breaths life into the new creation 
God is making in you. 
     

     Yours in Christ, a new creation I am becoming, 
 

     Pastor Fred 



 

 

 

       

 

 

 

      On Sunday, March 14, we will resume worship in the sanctuary at 9:30 am. 

      We are taking every precaution to make sure everyone is safe.   
 

       It is mandatory that everyone wear a mask, even if you have received the COVID  

vaccination (a mask will be provided if you don’t have one) and the mask must be kept on 

during the entire worship.  You must also social distance staying 6ft. apart.  There is no  

congregational singing and there is no socializing inside the building. We make sure all  

surfaces are sanitized and have hand sanitizer in all of the open pews. We are committed  

to keeping the building as safe as possible to ensure everyone stays healthy.  
 

      For those that are not able to attend or aren’t ready to attend in-person worship,  

we will continue to have the worship service via Zoom.   
 

      The bulletin will continue to be emailed to everyone who is currently on the email list. 

There will be a small number of bulletins available in the sanctuary, but those who are able 

to read the bulletin on their phone or iPad are encouraged to do so.  The church’s Wi-Fi  

password will printed in the bulletins.   
 

       If you are currently receiving the bulletin by US mail, but you are going to attend the 

church service in person that week, you can bring your bulletin with you, or we will stop  

US mailing you the bulletin at your request. 
 

       For a copy of Augustana’s complete details on the reopening, contact the church office 

at (716) 832-5720 / augustchurch@yahoo.com and a copy will be sent to you. Also contact 

the church office if you have any other questions and I will call you back.  
 

      Thank you to all of our volunteers for helping make this a success.  

Worship Update:  

Hybrid Worship Resumes 

March 14 

by Paulette Hotchkiss 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Niagara Frontier Conference Lenten Collection: 
Feminine hygiene products 

 
       Last year, Pastor Jeremiah Smith at Parkside Lutheran Church issued a challenge to the 
ELCA churches in our area to collect toilet paper. This year’s Lenten challenge is to collect 
feminine hygiene products.         
      Pastor Smith wrote a letter to Pastor Fred, explaining that although feminine hygiene 
products are often requested at shelters for the homeless and at pantries, they are in short 
supply because they are not frequently donated.  
      If you would like to participate, you can bring the items to Augustana on March 14, 21, 
and 28, and place them in the marked bin in the narthex.  Donations will go to the  
Community of Good Neighbors pantry and to homeless shelters.  
      Thank you!  
        

     Easter is April 4. We are once again  
going to decorate the altar with a variety 
of spring flowers. You can take them 
home following the service, or someone 
can deliver the plant(s) to you (locally!) 
after the service.   
    The deadline for ordering and paying 
for plants is Sunday, March 14. The order 
form and additional details are on the last 
page of this newsletter.  
     Contact Nora if you have any  
questions: (716) 430-7421 (cell / text) / 
nora.pomplun@gmail.com .  

Easter Flowers  

Now available: “Christ in Our 
Home,” the daily devotional 

book for the next quarter, and 
the children’s publication  

“Happy Times.”  
 

You can pick up copies at church, 
or contact the church office and 
we will gladly mail you a copy of 

either / both.  

mailto:nora.pomplun@gmail.com


BIBLE  
STUDIES 

Pastor Fred’s Bible Study 
 

Pastor Fred’s Bible Study on the Book of Acts has ended.  
His next Bible Study begins after Easter. 

Charlie Schmidtke’s Bible Study: In-Person and Zoom 
 

     The meetings take place Mondays at 1:00 pm both at TOL (in the Fireside Room) and 
via Zoom. If you go to the in-person class, you will need to wear a mask, maintain  
distancing, and have your own bible.  
     Class schedule: 3/8 (Unnamed women during Jesus’ Ministry), 3/22 (Women on 
Easter morning), 4/12 (Women at Pentecost), 4/26 (Lydia and Priscilla), 5/10 (TBD).  
      To participate, email Charlie and he will email you the Zoom link: 
schmidtkecharles@gmail.com, or you can attend the in-person classes without  
preregistering. 

Sunday Morning and Holy Week Services 

Starting Sunday March 14, our weekly Sunday morning  
worship services will be held at 9:30 in the sanctuary and 
also held via Zoom (Hybrid Worship).  This includes Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday.  
 
Pastor Kopp is also leading these worship services:  
 

Maundy Thursday (April 1):  Zoom only, 7:00 pm.   
                             (No worship service in Augustana or TOL). 
                       
 

Good Friday  (April 2):  11:00 am in Augustana and via Zoom 
             7:00 pm in TOL and via Zoom  
 

mailto:schmidtkecharles@gmail.com


 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives 
have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When the dust 
settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.  

 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response 
 

The people of Augustana give generously to outreach efforts, including to Lutheran  
Disaster Response (LDR).  The above website shows the many disasters they are  
responding to, both around the world and in the US. The most recent response is for the 
people affected by last month’s winter storm:  
 

 
Lutheran Disaster Response is communicating with the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod, 
the Southwestern Texas Synod, the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod, and Luther-
an Social Services Disaster Response. Congregations are already conducting relief efforts 
such as supplying water, food and generators to those in need and opening their doors to 
serve as shelters. Long-term recovery may include repairing water-damaged homes, disas-
ter case management and supporting vulnerable populations. 
 

 
Please pray for the communities that were impacted by the winter storm:  
May God's healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of need. Pray that God 
will deliver comfort to those who mourn and strength to those who are working diligently to 
care for affected communities. Amen. 

 

 
These are the projects currently being run by Lutheran Disaster Relief:  

 

U.S. Severe Storms        Hurricane Response       Middle East Crisis 
U.S. Wildfires          Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)      
U.S. Tornadoes         U.S. Flooding        South Sudan Relief    

Middle East and Europe Refugee Crisis       AMMPARO: Protecting Migrant Minors 
 

 
 

“God’s work. Our hands.” 
 

 
 
      Every year, Augustana participates in the national ELCA day of service called “God’s 
work. Our hands.” This year, “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is September 12.  
We will announce our project for this year in the coming months.  
      From the ELCA website: “This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our 
neighbor. Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic  
convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily 
calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.”  
 

https://www.elca.org/dayofservice 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Severe-Storms
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Hurricane-Response
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Middle-East-Crisis
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Wildfires
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Coronavirus
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Tornadoes
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Flooding
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/South-Sudan-Relief
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Middle-East-and-Europe-Refugee
https://www.elca.org/ammparo


Augustana Lutheran Church 
 
 

3143 Eggert Road    Tonawanda, NY 14150 
 
 

   Church Office:   (716) 832-5720 / augustchurch@yahoo.com 
 

Pastor Fred Kopp: (716) 984-8541 / augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com 
Evangelistic Minister: Lance Scarafia: (716) 970-0170 / ministeraugustana@yahoo.com 

 

www.augustanaonline.org 
 

Facebook @augustanatonawanda     Instagram @augustanalutheranchurchtonny 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, March 14:          Hybrid worship begins at 9:30 am:  in the sanctuary and via Zoom  
Thursday, March 18:      Council Meeting, 7:00 pm via Zoom 
Sunday, March 28:          Palm Sunday at Augustana and Zoom 
Thursday, April 1:            Maundy Thursday, Zoom-only worship, 7:00 pm 
Friday, April 2:                  Good Friday worship: 11 am at Augustana, 7 pm at TOL, both also Zoom 
Sunday, April 4:                Easter at Augustana and Zoom 

 

   

Offering: Thank you for your offerings and donations.  
You can US mail your offering to church, give online through Tithe.ly, or,  

beginning on March 14, you can give your offering at church.  
(For information on Tithe.ly, see our website: augustanaonline.org.) 

Congratulations to Charlie Schmidtke who has published  
another book:  My I’s: Isms, Ignorance, Interrelationships,  

and Insights.   
 

From the back cover: The phrase “An unexamined  
life is not worth living” is a truism that became a guide for 

Charlie  Schmidtke’s journey of self-reflection. His book is a 
unique mashup of memoir combined with philosophical re-
flections on life, cast within the topics of race, religion, gen-
der, generations, and grief.….This highly personal narrative 

reflects how his attitude, language, and behavior have 
changed and become more inclusive, tolerant, and accepting. 

His stories range from light-hearted to serious and from 
amusing to introspective.” 

 

Available at Barnes and Noble and Amazon 
(hardbound, paperback or e-book). 

Don’t forget to Spring Forward!  

Remember to set your clocks ahead  

1 hour on Saturday night, March 13. 



EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM 

** Deadline for Ordering and Payment is March 14th ** 

**Pre-paid orders only**          **No Exceptions** 

All plants are $8.50 each – 6 ½” pots 

Completed order form and check payable to Augustana Lutheran Church can be mailed to Au-

gustana Lutheran Church, 3143 Eggert Rd, Tonawanda, NY 14150        OR        You can place 

cash or check and the order form in the designated place in the narthex on Sunday March 14.  

Contact Nora if you have questions: (716) 430-7421 (cell / text) /  nora.pomplun@gmail.com . 

 

Please print legibly. 

Your Name: ______________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________ 

Total Payment Enclosed:  ______________ 

 
 

EASTER LILIES               Quantity ________ 

In Memory of: _______________________________________________________  

In Honor of: _________________________________________________________ 

 

MUMS  
   

        Quantity of pink ___          Quantity of purple ___          Quantity of white ___ 
 

In Memory of: _______________________________________________________  

In Honor of: _________________________________________________________ 

 

REGAL GERANIUM       Quantity of red _____              Quantity of pink  ____ 

In Memory of: _______________________________________________________  

In Honor of: _________________________________________________________ 
 

mailto:nora.pomplun@gmail.com

